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work in the special surveys covered in this report. 


This is the first of a series of reports to be issued by 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics presenting results secured fron new 
surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The surveys were planned 
under the general direction of Conrad Taeuber, Office of the Chief, 
by a Bureau-wide Committee, with Louis J. Ducoff as chairman. M 
of the Wage Project Committee are as follows: Glen T. Barton, 
Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, Charles A. Gibbons, Margaret a ae 
Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. "Houseman. The State Agricultural 
Statisticians cooperated in conducting the field operations of the ae 
surveys 


we 
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The surveys include collection of information on wages and wage 
rates of seasonal farm workers in special crop areas of various States. 
This report presents the information obtained on three groups of Sans 
seasonal farm workers in Florida. In addition to reports on wages of] 
seasonal farm workers in special crop areas, other reports will be 
issued presenting wage and related information for all hired farm 
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Prepared by Louis J. Ducoff and Margaret Jarman Hagood. Special 
acknowledgement is made to J. C. Townsend, Jr. for directing the field | 
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: “Special surveys. of asad Bireann be Meet orttiral: pee a oe. Sotatnes ; 
ag information for fruit and vegetable harvesters in importanit- crop areas in a 
ida, showed ,wide variations in hourly earnings of workers in’ different Crops. . 

Strawberry pickers earned only 32 cents an hour on the average, while pickers of — 

trus fruit averaged $1.02 per hour. Hourly earnings of. vegetable workers housed | 
in selected FA Labor Supply Centers averaged 57 cents an hour. Wage rates for 
harvest operations in each of the crops surveyéd showed little variation, however, — 
FY workers in the same crop and operation were generally paid the ‘same or: nan 
_the same wage rate. 
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For selected ieees of » February and March 1945, the surveys abiai ned 
cmation on UNE rates and earnings of approximately 2,000 seasonal farm workers 
Careful Sete methods were applied, 
assure that the sample would be representative in eadh area. These surveys 
rere timed to cover a peak week of citrus picking in the major citrus—producing 
ea of Florida, a peak week of strawberry picking in the principal: strawberry 
oducing county of the State, Hillsborough County, and an active week in bhiciet 
eg operations in the Southemwinter vegetable area of the yarns 


ry bd 


The average number of ae vo rked per week differed among the three groups 
workers surveyed, averaging 31 hours per week for citrus pickers and 37 hours 
week for workers in WFA/Centers. Strawberry pickers averaged a shorter work- 

on. the reporting farms, although many of the strawberry pickers may have put 
in additional work on other farmSe 


Citrus ieeers averaged $7. 70 per day and $31.70 per week for picking done 
U ae the week on the reporting crew. Nearly 11 percent of the citrus pickers 
arned less than $4 a day, while about 7 percent earned more than $12 a day. ‘ 
ly earnings of strawberry pickers inthe Horida areca surveyed averaged only pL 005 
and reflected the earnings of teen-age boys and girls who made up 80 percent of the 
4 _ The vorkers surveyed in the Labor Supply Centers.of southern Florida 
er ged total earnings of $4.80 per day and $22 per week from work mainly in 
main ction ee pe ee baile or packing of vegetables. 


- Differences in daily and weekly earnings bobween eres ond Negro workers 
ee more to differences in type of work done and time abi than 


le THE 4ORKERS SURVEYED mn ; LORIDA 


Citrus frvit pickers.—The survey of wage rates of citrus 
wage information covered: approximately 1,000. citrus pickers. en] 
packing houses in the major citrus area of Florida. In the 14 ¢ nties of 
area, there are 249 citrus pene houses and ee ‘Daring ae 


They shipped over 42 me boxes of citrus fruit during the 12 months. 
largest houses shipped more than 1 million boxes each, and the smallest ess 
1 thousand. In the latter part of February 1945, vhen the survey was Raph 

houses in this area employed approximately 9,000 citrus pee nee * 


isd ‘ 


employed by packing houses, some of which also can the fruite The remain ig 
picked by other laborers working for independent contractors, called “Bir oe 
for canning companies which do no packing, or for individual growers hirin 
own pickers. This survey covered erly, the citrus eee rg by oo 
houses « ‘ 


AO). 60 . 255 With a he ernt one or more loaders and tradi deirpncs a crew me 
ya citrus ina number of different citrus groves during a given week, ‘The surv 
obtained wage information on a sample of 61 crews of citrus pickers from 25 a 
“houses, which cooperated in furnishing records on wage rates, wees Hah: ae 
worked for a pay-—week > ending nearest pRSUEMery. RRs» 19456 , : 


a i. The great majority of the citrus pickers were Neaeaee who BEN 
in Florida. The term "domestic is used: Boe all workers other than i 


in the survey was as follows: 


Type of worker = Number es pee ‘ 


pe eas ) L,O24e 8 O00 02) sae 
ee Domestic Negro Yee | 3 | T30 Fide 
re | Domestic white ° eae 170 * 16S 
ers. Imported foreign workers TOO Ge ce Swglos6e eae 


Prisoners of War SRLS ial client AR es EA pen tot 


Only a very small percentage of the pickers were womene- 


a ey ; 
as Poni owe: + domestic Repro! Tale renee domes eae! Whee Bk ere 
beeen workers, Tas percent; prisoners of war, 1.8 percents” 


e survey of wage oatas af strawberry pickers covered 
£110 strawberry farms in Hillsborough. County. This is 

3 ry county of the State and the survey covered the week of 

en the. strawberry harvest was at a peak. Most of the strawberry 
Information on wage rates, wages, and time worked, 

from. famers, for the strawberry pickers who worked on their farms» 


Reraak tS; great ‘between the types of workers hired to pick straviberries 
or ugh County and the other vorkers surveyed. The strawberry pickers 

any children, youths, and women, and very few adult males. For the 

me ehere whose uae and sex was reported the composition was as follows: 


i Total 
Number Percent 
He 374 100 , 

Under’ Oi: 1%. A Gate aps We aii (egy A 14 ; 
OO HS Nae aut 154 AL re 
PL a a Bird 98 iso 

We Giang over)! 2.) ; mers) 19 


eee all the pec AoE pickers were children under 14 years of age. 
WwO— irds of. all the pickers were females. The schools in the strawberry 
sborough County customarily, have a vacation period during the stravberry 
t, and, school children ° comprised the main labor supply for strawberry Sete 
ye. fourth of the strawberry pickers were eimai: 


(2 sabes ees and Other Agricultural Watkere. Housed in WFA Labor 

sly Centers in the Winter. Vegetable Area.—The survey of agricultural workers 
sed in WFA Centers of Broward, Dade and Palm Beach Counties included a sample! 
early 500 workers during the week of March 4-10, 1945. Since laborers 

2S. g vegetables” in this area are frequently hired in large |.crews, sometimes 

) tractors, the farmer often cannot report on the time worked and wages. 

by all the’ different laborers who, worked on his farm during a week. There— 
1 survey. obtained wage information from a sample of individual workers housed 
i FA Labor Supply Centers of the area. These Centers house a substantial 

O or ace: all the seasonal farm laborers in the area——perhaps as much as one-— 

| Through cooperation of the Office of Labor of the WFA, and the managers of 

: ers operating in the area, a record was obtained on time worked, wage 
ashes earned for a “sample of Aes, elena workers housed Ea i the Centers. 


pe ay a tye were Phtennedante between the citrus Bese de 
Wwoerry pickers. Males comprised 54 percent of these workers, as com 

th 96 percent of the citrus pickers nd 35 percent of the strawberry pickers.. 
‘kers made up.only 28 percent of the total of approximately 2,500 workers. 

the e. Centers. as compared with 18 percent of the citrus cou she and '74 
$ awberry. as, 


COMPARISONS OF 1 SAGE RATES AND EARNING! 
SURVEYED IN 
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“Mage. natel akost: of fe esa er ae. eu strawb err 
celery in Florida are paid by piece rates, which were fairly uni ‘ 
survey week. Ceiling rates for picking citrus in Florida have beck 
For each type of citrus, » the average rate paid the pickers surveyed 
t6 the ceiling rate set. As a result of certain upward admustments wh: 
permitted under the wage stabilization regulations, the average rate Pp id 
for several of the types of ‘citrus exceeded slightly the basic ceili r 
‘IFA. The average rate paid’*per box for picking budded oranges was 15 
compared with ‘the basic ceiling rate of 15 cents, the rate paid for tang 
30.6 cents per box as*compared with the ceiling rate of 30 cents, and th 
rate paid for grapefruit was 9.4 cents as compared with ceiling rates of 8) 
cents (table 1). In contrast, the average rate of 29.3 cents paid for Pic 
ling oranges was-.slightly under the ceiling rate of 30 cents. ge a ca | 


Table 1. Average rage rates paid citrus fruit pickers, strawberry pickers 
f packers, and workers housed in WFA Labor Supply ee select 
in Florida, February and March 1945 : 


eee 


: :Average: ¢ Raceiof,='s $ 
Crop :Operation: race: (3) Units 2 workers. : Week : 
“Harvest Cents 
operation Pit . as ¢ 
-Budded _ ale, paces - Pay—week ie 
ae ee ed {lainly- . . (ing neares zs) 
2 oranges Picking J Td—3 Box Neprod. °° trebera4 aaa 
Seedling nf : re (dian River Le 
- oranges Picking Co oun, BOR " I" . Marion, Oran 
. i a hy ‘ a LO OBC BOT Bers 
Tangerines Picking | OO SOt if BOR ia) ae ie en Dine ee 
Re eit) Picking 60.0" Sy UE. Tee a areal (St. Lucie 
3 pefrui icking ne 94 Box ae ; Toe 
— Straws ~s oy c - Both races ‘leek of Febe ENE Se Saar 
berries — Picking 5.1) Quart ae ee 11-17 _ Hillsborough 
Beans’ : Picking 5500 Hamper Negroes aber of Mar. | 
a ial : only 4-10 
Renery. Cutting 9.0 *Box mt " 
i Post— 
tarvest 
Operation : . 
Grading & white 
packing 51.2. Hour only iene yt ' 
Grading & | 
"s packing 56.8. Hour eke ts 
Bp uC Be lal ih os yn eure he’s CEE I CS 
packing 85.0 Hour ~ a AS eee PEM sci 
Grading & vi sh 


ie 


packing 75.0 Hour, i! 


Packing ees Pint 


ng rates” have teen set by the WPA for nareootine « 
Fin Florida, the piece rates paid for these nperatie 
pectin than ‘for citrus picking for which ceiling rates _ 
“the strawberry pickers. surveyed received 5 cents a quart for 
with eg taint receiving 6 cents a quart to bring the average 
oe bean ey surveyed received between 50 and 60 


Aisa? of ie saa aaateet eae covered. in the-survey of workers in WA 
were paid on a time rather than a piece basis, and more often at an hourly > 
ly or weekly mates There were,no consistent mace or sex differentials, 

» hourly. rates for. particular operations, but a greater proportion of 
ikea at the operations for which higher average rates, were paid. White 
were paid an ane ie of 75 cents an hour for te ante d and packing» 


eo iw Heroes reported these operations to ‘obtain | averages for theme There was-. ae 


abe 


ae or between mal es and ree in ine three groups Ae Cees sunvenee a 
Typ f work cone and tine Aron ee mt a the week were more important faletomeanl 


at “only to. ‘the time worked on one crew, and some of the pick ers may nave PUG ies 
: The very low average number of hours per week reported © 

eS ner is due to three factors: (1). The age-sex composition OF il Me 
erases of them were too young to work long Sa (2) the short ese 


ivf 


ee es york ers housed in WFA peices. the higher average number of hours Vii 
during the: week by thite. workers was due entirely to a higher, average number — | 
worked per day, as both whites and Negroes averaged 4. 6 calendar days of © 
kK during the week. White workers averaged 9.2 hours per day worked, while 


aid 


vol kers, averaged only’7.6 hours. ‘Within both races, the average time worked 
es he week by males aged 18-44 exceeded the average for other workers by > 
hours. White males aged 18-44 averaged 54 hours per week. Negro 
Ute age ey 44 hours per week, Females, both vhite and Negro, 


“Table 2.-Comparisons ‘ot average nash wages” land auaraee. time 
ae ss weeks, citrus pickers, strawberry pickers, and wor 
Bets Labor Supply Centers, selected areas in Florida, Februar . 


1945 1/ : nee ; ‘ DA nae 


: Average cash earnings 
Type of worker | ati oheany Shari : 


ayo : Hourly : Daily _: We 2 Weekl aye :day 128 
; sitio Dollars Dollars Dollars Number — 


7.70 31670. 


"Citrus pickers — total ey 1.02 TO? eos 
Domestic -white £203 UO CLO aos DO 79 1362 
, Domestic Negro Rae ‘i 1.05 790 30650, ‘7 6 295 
Imported foreign workers «96 -” 6.80 9A 90'S ied oe 
Prisoners of war as 043 36409. 16.20 B05 Bes 
Strawberry pickers — total 3/ Sh ADEA Gate kh ai oa 
(paid by the quart without meals) .32 ARPS T rns Lae Ae: 508 1o7.9 
“Males aged 18-44 4 4/ 256 3550 aS 00 Och eae 
Other males 027 E660. Pi4, SOs Fos Sal ene 
} be Gas ude 


Female 0 BAe OO Se 3 5290 


Viork ers Peed in ¥FA Centers y ; eo Ws 
White workers — total > 206 6200). = 2B LOO 


di 3 

Males aged 18-44 TEs Cee 6.90 38.90 9 
Other males , ‘ «66 | O4GO.05 4 Zon OQ AI? 
Females ot Rese oa 540: 19s 50s, 180 
ake workers = total erisy - 4.40 20.00 7 
Males aged 18-44 ae 510 2O630! 198 
Other males — TS, Or OT? CIS Weateen hg 
i, 


Females Citys eae Se haity sO a acon 


vas See table 1 for counties ineluded in the selected: arcas and for vidoe + 
wage data relate. 7 eats 
ey, Data relate to earnings and time vorked on the fovea ae Creve 
aime Data relate to @arnings and fime vorked on the reporting farme 
4/ Based on reports for only 6 workers. 


ea 3e~Average hourly earnings afford the best basis of 
the 3 11 wages resulting from various piece rates, because they are not 
d by the length of the work-day or work~week as is the case with daily 

gs or weekly earnings. Since hourly earnings of piece workers, may vary as a 
of the physical capacity of laborers working at the different piece rates, 
hourly carnings of males 18-44 are shovm separately for strawberry pickers and 
white and Negro workers housed in WFA Centers, in order to compare them with 
earnings of citrus pickers, almost all of whom were adult males, 


__ The average hourly. earnings for citrus pickers, $1,02, was the highest of 
ny of the groups surveyed. ‘ihite males aged 18-44 in FFA Centers averaged 72 cents 
! cae or 30 percent less than the citrus pickers. Negro males aged 18-44 in 
WHA Centers averaged 57 cents an hour, and male strawberry pickers of the same age 
Approximately the same. Thus the prevailing wage rates for the farm operations 
overed in the Survey were such as to yield average cash hourly wages for adult 

es almost twice as great for citrus picking as for strawberry picking and for 

v getable operations performed by Negroes housed in WEA Centers, 


3 DETAILED WAGE INFORMATION ON CITRUS PICKERS FOR 
PAY-\WEEK ENDED NEAREST FEBRUARY 22, 1945 


Amgrare performance of citrus’ pickers.—Standard ficld boxes for oranges, 
grapefruit und ‘tangerines are the same size in Florida, but a hox can be filled 

ch more quickly with grapefruit than with the much smaller tangerines. The citrus 
ickers Surveyed averaged 9 boxes of grapefruit per hour, but only 3.4 boxes of 
tangerines per hour (Table 3). The average performance in picking oranges was in- 
termediate between grapefruit and tangerines. The ‘pickers averaged 7 boxes of 
bud ed oranges per hour and 347 boxes of seedling o'ranges’ per hour. Not enough 
pecords were obtained to provide a performance record on picking of canopy type 
budded oranges. ) ce 


| 


| 3.—Average wage rates, performance, and wages of citrus pickers employed by 
_ .titrus packing houses, major citrus area of Florida, pay-week ended, 
nearest February 22, i ; 


ee ee ee ee 


aj , Fd he Caer :_Average performance : Average wages 3 
é of citrus :Average: : Units SUNIL U Sess, : 
picked: ) s.wage ': stiper sper day 2 Per hours: Per-day, 
. eraee. LMA LS Nour hops Seige : Seen 
S pickers employed, 
2acking houses — : 
Sa - Sart wet oe ‘Wa eOe 770 
pickers (all) a - - - 1.04 7290 
i oranges pe Box 7760 53 1.05: 8500 
ng oran ges xe 24.7 A Box : et 28 91 6 90 
fe pickers | ‘9.4 Bont ie 6 et) 68 «85 6.40 
vickers 306 Bom aah 3 yds 1026 1-04 790 


figures converted into daily eatimates by using 7.56 hours per day, the | 
‘S per day reported for all citrus pickers. ts , 
ec. differs from.the rate shown in Table 1 since the rates received by a 


Le number of workers who did not report on time worked, boxes picked and/ 
arned were excluded from this average. 


eae 


oe 


_ Average wages for types of citrus.—The average rate of 15.3 cents per: box 
for budded oranges yielded the highest wages, $1.05 per hour and $8.00 per day, 
and the average rate of 30. 6 cents per box for tangerines yielded practically the 


seme WALCS « Rates for seedling oranges and grapefruit resulted in wages consider- ~ 


ably lower than those for budded oranges md tangerines. Grapefruit pickers with 
an average of 9.4 cents per box earned only 85 cents per hour and $6.40 ai Gay oi. 
Pickers of seedling oranges averaged ‘$6.90 per day. 


-Distribu..on of pickers by carnings.—There is 4 great variation in the wages 
earned per ony or per week by individual workers receiving the same piece rates. 
Of all the citrus pickers surveyed, who together averaged $7.70 per day, 6.7 per— 
cent pes $L2 or more per day, while 10.6 percent averaged less than $4 ver 
day (Table 4). For domestic Negroes, who comprised 71 percent, of all pickers 
surveyed, the variation in wages earned was greater than for the other groups. 
Seven and one-half percent of the domestic Negroes averaged $12 or more, with their 
range extending to over $20, while 11,4 percent had average daily wages of less 
than $A, ry ; 


table 4.-Distribution of daily and weekly earnir.zs of citrus pickers employed by 
citrus packing houses, major citrus area of Florida, pay—week ended 
nearest February 22, 1945 
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Domestic Domestic : Imported foreign _ 
Rarnings - Total ‘white ; Negroes : WOK. ens et 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Average dahky earnings «‘’) me ‘ 

Total . 100.0 100.0 100 .Q 100,0 
Less than $200 1.9 GR: a0) be 
200 Psa 399 Sel Gel 89 11,9 
4600 - 5,99 PABST, Ug aes! 200 32 ob 
6200 — 7.99 ROA: 2069 260 Rive 
8.00 ~ 9,99 2he1 Bho 22%6 18.4 
10,00 ~- 11,99 Dg 15.9 11.8 ore) 
12,00 - 13,99 Aek 3,8 46 46 
Phe 00, L999 Do, +0 1.5 - 
16,00 and over Lot = 1d — 

Weekly wages earned on 
reporting crew 
Total 100.0 100.0 ‘100.20 100.0 
Less than $10 1A, 7 8.6 LT 2 O40 
Loo = 19. Lead 3) 8,0 1467 5 9) 
20 - 29 19.6 19,0 1BeL 3058 
30 — 39 18,4 15.3 LBe fs 21 i 
40 - 49 : 18,1 27,0 ND Oli 2042 
20. - 59 vo 10.1 1549 8.7 10,0° 
OO em OO by as |, A gS. Osa 43 604 
70 ~ 79 yk - ee ae 
80 and aver oh _ ef ~- 


ae 


aes Ae age. 


ie) 


ore fs 


a Tobal 


BIL. 100 
54 14 

154 AL 
98 26 
54 15 

5s 4 

eZ 3 
276 q3 
SO Aa ats) 

boy 33 
69.0% nay 

eo 7 
6 2 

1 tH 


YNomaokr~z 


:Number _: Percent 


2, DETAILED WAGE INFORMATION ON STRAWBERRY PICKERS 
_ FOR WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11-17, 1945 


oa _ Hillsborough County, Florida, week of February 11-17, 1945 


nercen of the hites: and oe percent. of the imported _ 


| or more during ‘the week, while none of the white or importa 
m workers oetveyed reached this figure. 


Male Female 
Number : Percent : Number :; 
32 100 2L2 
3 Paes ah 
58 44 96 
36 of 62 
6 i bag 48 
2 2 LEG 
.o - if 
108 82 168 
et 21 23 
45 34 80. 
D1. Pie) 38 
4 3 eas 
B Ae 
24 18 
3 2 
nis LO 
Das 4 
5) a 
Be A's 


“teste male and female whites and among Negro males, there 
more workers in the age group from 10 to 13 years than in any of theother 
fe ‘Shown in Tablé 5. Among Negro femal es, the number of workers was 

e Twenty-three Teg of all male 


a got str ibat ion of strawberry pickers surveyed by age, Sex, and race, 


Percent | 


100 
LO 


SAR Ce 


Although the children 7 were Ageal wosi dents of the Catnty. only g percent 
of those under’ 18 hired to pick strawberries: ‘were related to the farm operator £ 
(fable. 6). The remaining 92 percent of the. group were not working on their $. 
parents! farms or on farms of other relatives. 


Table 6.—Distribution of strawberry pickers, surveyeu under 18 years of age by d 


relationship to farm oes Hillsborough County, Florida, week of 
February 11-17, 1945 


ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eee ee 


| Ae /. pw Related te. =) 2 . ‘Not released to 
Sex and'age’. : br totes | : operator ' operator 
mie “Percent. ~~ Percent | Percent 
Both sexes - under 18 years — 100 Gainer ss ie 
Under 10 years SeDbne Nee HO. 18 | 82 
io = 13 ak Ae ROO ee ee, 95 
14 ~ 17 , 100 fees 93 
Males — under 18 years 100 sel 89 
Under 10 years OOK Ny OTT 80 
aie a Pee ! 100 7 93 
14-17 Ue ail iy £18, 100 1 89 
Females - under 13 years 100 6 ci md Sag a 
Under 10 years. UN ea ene aL CR pened met 85 
BUS porn cy oe ere Pe EOE ine ame eZ, 9G 
1 EOD ene Sa PEO: 5 oo 


TE ET TE 


Average wages by age and sex of workers.—Average hourly earnings of the 
strawberry pickers show a close relationship of wages earned to age and sex of the 
picker. Boys under 10 years of age averaged 20 cents an hour, with each successive 
age group having higher hourly earnings up to the age group 18-44 (Table Tye : 
However, the number of: male pickers 18 years of age and over was so small that 
averages for this group are not reliable. Girls under 10 years of age earned only 
17 cents an hour, on the average, with the average hourly earnings increasing 
progressively for each older group. Between the ages of 10 and Pi, Sore received . 
higher average wages than boys on an agen daily, and weekly Basie. 


There were no important - bidrerchods among the various age groups in average 
time worked for both sexes combined. Average time vorked per day was 5.8 hours. 
Only the workers aged 45 and over departed appreciably from this average with 
a Slightly longer work-—day. Similarly, each age group averaged about 3.1 days of 
work and 17 to 19 hours of tork on the reporting farm during the sur rvey week. 
However, among workers aged 18-44, the female vorkers dropped below the average in 
time worked per week, while the very few male workers aie these... . ALES Ss 
exceeded the ee for other WOrk ers » aa 
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i pickers: paid by re 
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pel ieee ee Horsey” Hours.» Days 
Weekly : per per per. 
SEL ae Ah Ree aCe Re Meek i) et Week 
“Dollars Dol. Tettara "Dollars Hours Hours Days 


pia 2) aoc 
on a0 
Near 
236 
645 
46 


DOAN 
® 
OO 4 OO OOO 


229 
220 
02h 
34 
ool 


° 


OWWWNNn 
° 
mw oom 


334 

17 

029 

37) 
ee eeu ret 
Hea ee Ha, 


° 


OOM NN UW ON 
e 
YOAnnon 


\ 


EL "DETAILED “AGE INFORMATION ON "0 RKERS HOUSED IN ‘FA 
_ LABOR cig CENTERS, WEEK OF MARCH at 1945 


> younger than 14 years Ais Thirty-five percent of the white ioe 
. f the ore workers were 45 years old or overe Most of the Bae 
Among the white ee Pee ee 


Ea owes 


Table 8.—Distribution of workers surveyed in WFA Labor Supply Centers, by age | 
and sex, for whites ad Negroes, Broward, Dade and Palm Beach Counties, P 
Florida, week of Marvh’ 4-10, 1945 


Age cM bars . Total | Tu. Male in Female 
at : Number : Percent : Number : Percent :- Number : Percent 


White — all ages 148 LOO 87 100 61 100 


Under 14 nr. sont Re ne — - ~ 
ey? f 9 6 4 ¥ o) 8 
18 - 44 S7 AG: Lo ee 56 38 63 
45 =— 64 | 43 29 ay, Bie 16 - 
65 and over 9 6: Che 8 2 3 
Negro — all ages 339 100 ATT 100 162 100 
Under 14 epee nae 10) 6 LS 9 
RUE EG, Sey 9 19 Lins AZ 8 
ee aiid 2B 2 69 ae 63 Bias “Th: 
sas aay ae A 44 rains 30 aint) 14 9 
65 and over aN oa Guar 3 cE 1 


AST. TA Rall DSRS carpe amaze Gract rane pias) Ge 


Note: 5 persons ‘Included in the survey are exciuded from this table because 
they failed to indicate age, 


Harnings from field work and other agricultural work.—Approximately 88 
percent of the Negro workers housed in WFA Centers in Southeast Florida were 
primarily employed in field work during the week -as- contrasted with only about 
16 percent of the white workers. The rest of the workers were primarily employed 
in packing, See sorting or other wperations invdélved in preparing vegetables 
for market. ‘hite workers averaged approximately the same hourly earnings for 
both field and other work, 67 and 65 cents an hour (Table 9). Because more white . 
females were among those engaged in ‘packing, grading, etc. and because these 
' females averaged only 31 hours of work a week, the average weekly wages of $25. 
for white workers employed in work other than field work fell considerably ee 
that of $39. 80 for white vorkers employed in field work. 


roes, however, there was,a preater proportion of females in. the 
field meng. Negro fA the eroup doing obhor’a aerd Cul ral work. Hour Ly earnings 


averaged 54 cents for Negroes:-doing field work. and 63 cents for those doing 

other work. . Since the Negro field workers averaged only 33 hours worked per week 
»and the other Negro workers averaged 44 hours per week, the average weckly wage 
of $19.40 for Negro field workers was considerably below the average of $24.60 
for other Negro workerse 
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k ____:Per hour : Per day : Per week:per day:per_weel regi per week i 
Pape Set Woliars: Dollars’ EE Scorn Number Number a 


200 5.40 19 50 9.0 a Be 3.6 
67, 6.80 39 «80 10.1 60: 509 
i ‘Or 6.80 10.20 10.1 60. 6.0 
i ‘Other males - - ~ - -- a 
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Earnings from different types of field work.—hite wrkers had average 
hourly earnings of 65 cents, both for harvest operations on 7 vegetables (beans, 
potatoes, celery, tomatoes, cabbage, lettuce, peppers) and for other field work 
(mainly cultivating or weeding vegetables). Negro workers averaged 56 cents an 
hour for the former and 53 cents an hour for the latter (Table 10). Since the 
average hours worked per day by Negroes was nearly 2 hours shorter in the harvest 
eperations than in the other field work, the average daily wages for the harvest - 
operations were a dollor less, $4.10 as compared with $5.10. 


4 


Males exceeded females of the same race in average hourly and daily carnings 
for each of the operations shown in table 10, with one minor exception. The 
average difference in hourly earnings between males and females was a little greatei 
(9 cents) among white workers than among Negro workers (5 cents for harvest 
operations and 7 cents for other field work ). ores 


. Distribtuion of workers by carnings.—In average daily and weekly carnings 


for thevweek of March 4-10, males generally exceeded fémales and whites execeedéd 
Negroes among workers in the Centers: : 


Average daily eamings "Average weekly earnings 


Male white $6450 #3800 
Male Negro 480 2280 
Female white ‘ Sy Ie® 19.50 
Female Negro j 4.600 17620 


Among white males, 88 percent averaged $5 per day or more. Corresponding 
percentages for the other groups were 60 percent for Negro males, 58 percent for 
white females and only 22 percent for Negro females. ‘iithin each race-sex group 
there was variation about the average, although not such great variation as for 
the citrus pickers. Seventy-one percent of the white males had average daily 
earnings between $5 and*$8, while 73 percent of the Negro males averaged between 
$3 and $6. Among femalés, 65 percent of the whites averaged between $4 and $7, 
while 74 percent of the Negroes averaged between $2 and %5. 


The differsntials were similar with respect to weekly earnings. Eighty—nine 

percent of the white males carned $25 or more, as contrasted with 58 percent of 
the white females, 45 percent of the Negro males, and only 11 percent of the Negro 
females. The $5 interval containing the greatest percentage of workers was $30— 

34 for white males, $20+ 24 for white females.and Negro males, and %15-19 for 
Negro females. 
Mages per family.—The Negroes in the WFA Centers averaged just over 2 
workers per family group and the vhites just under 2 workers (2.1 and 1.8 workers 
per family), actually employed during the survey week. In Negro families, both 
workers~in a 2-worker family averaged as much as the only worker in a 1-worker 
family, $22 per week. In vhite families, the workers in a 2-worker family averaged — 
only about three-fourths as much as the only wrker in.a l-worker family, $32 
compared with $41, y 3 
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The more workers there were in the family, the smaller were the weekly 
wages per worker for~families with 2, 3, and 4 workers. However, total wages 
per family ‘ncreased”’with the univer: of workers -to $89 for white families with 
3 vorkers, and to $50 and $63 for Negro families with 3 and 4 workers, respectively. 


oe 12,-Average weekly cash wages per family and per vorker,- by number of 
- workers in family, by race, for workers housed in “/FA Labor Supply 
~ Centers, Broward,’ Dade, and Palm Beach Counties, . Florida, week of 
* March 4-10, 1945 
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6. . SAMPLING METHODS USED“IN THE SURVEYS 


Survey of citrus fruit pickers .—The survey of citrus pickers covered 
pickers employed by packing houses in 14 contiguous counties, which comprise the 
-major citrus producing area of the State. The countics, the number of packing 
houses in each, and the total boxes of citrus shipped during the 1943-44 season 
arc showm below as rcported by the Citrus Inspection Bureaue 


Number of Total boxes 
Counties Packing Houses Eh ol OW) 
Total, 14 counties 249 : 41,849 
Brevard 14 1,603 
f Highlands ‘9 here yci# 
Hillsborough fe RAAT ne 
Indian River 10 L385 
Lake 33 4, 319 
Marion 15 1,085 
Orange bai 4,3 9,071 
Osceola 2 es Dire 
Pasco 5 Sighs ley 
Pinellas 14 Legh SL 
‘ Polk ae 15,353 
\ ob, Lueie ‘ 10 Be a 
‘ . Seminole ola v1, 669 
\ Volusia . 16 BAZ OnS 


r sampling purposes, all packing houses in these countics were stratified 
fis ef the total boxes shipped for the 1943-44 scason, the percentage of 
it shipped, and whether or not they were ‘locatcd within.the storm area, 
sst wage adjustments are taking place in Unis: Arca es “ Tiventy-c1 ght packing 
/were then drawn for the sample. bis = 
For each pasking house selected, an alternate was named for use in case the 
NouLe Originally selected was not operating or refused to give information. 
' Information was not obtained from cithcr the original or the alternate in two 
eascs. In only one instance did the house originally selected refuse to give 
information. . 


From the group of smaller packing houscs included the sample records were 
Obtained for all pickers working during the specified weck. For the largest 
packing houses, g#foromen were sclected by an objective procedure from a list of 
all .foremen, and*records were obtained for all pickers- under cach of the sclected 
foremen. 


ae 


Survey of strawberry piekors.~A list was: compiled of strawberry 
in the most important section of Hillsborough county in strawberry production 
(the Plant City Area).from information made available by the AAA office. A sample. i 
of 110 strawberry farms was draw by taking: ‘every: 5th name. on, the list of straw— 
berry growers after they had been stratified according to their acreage Sey, ‘ 
stravberries. Each farm in the: sample was visited by a field enumerator, and ry 
records on wage information were obtained from the nals for all workers hired on i 
his farm during the week of February Bla nas by Fl 


survey of workers housed in WFA Labor Supply Centers.—EKach tFA Labor — 


Supply Center surveyed has.a card foreach family group end for cach "single" 

worker (that is, workers not’ ‘Living in a family group). The sample of workers for — 
whom wage data relating to the weck of March 4-10, 1945 were obtained was drawn 

by taking every nth card for Single agricultural workers and every nth card for 
families of agricultural workers’. (Managers and other ‘FA personnel living in 

the Centers were excluded from 1 the sample.) The sampling ratcs used were as 

follows: 


Labor . ' _ Sampling rate ; 


Supply oe Race of 

Center A Coun by workers Families Single 
Canal Point Palm Beach Negro every 5th every 2nd 
Everglades ~ Palm Beach Negro every 5th every 2nd 
Okeechobee .. «Palm Beach Negro every 1Oth every 4th 
Gsceola’ 1 4;-#Palm Beach White every 5th to every 2nd 
Pompano Broward Negro every 5th every 2nd jf 
Redlands” - Dade White every 5th every og 


For each fame in “the sample, information was sbtained oe 
of the family group who did work for wages during the survey WICOK » bike 
"single" worker in the sample, similar information was obta ined. Memb 
staff of the Labor Supply Centers ca Aaron sias the workers to apes .in the 
ee 


i 


